
Drum Machines: Innovation and the Top Ten 
Best-Selling Models
Drum machines have transformed modern 
music by allowing musicians and producers to 
create realistic and electronic drum patterns 
without a live drummer. Since their emergence in 
the late 1970s and early 1980s, they have 
become essential tools in genres ranging from 
pop and hip-hop to electronic dance music. Their 
influence extends beyond recording studios into 
live performances, shaping the sound of 
countless hit records.



Determining the best-selling drum machines is 
difficult because manufacturers rarely publish 
lifetime sales figures. However, based on 
industry reports, production longevity, and 
widespread adoption, the following models are 
widely regarded as the global top sellers: 1. 
Roland TR-808, 2. Roland TR-909, 3. Roland 



TR-707, 4. Roland TR-606, 5. Roland TR-505, 6. 
Alesis SR-16, 7. Linn LM-1 Drum Computer, 8. 
Akai XR20, 9. Korg Electribe ER-1, and 10. Boss 
DR-660.
Among these, the Alesis SR-16 is often 
considered one of the highest-selling drum 
machines ever because it has remained in 
continuous production since 1990. Meanwhile, 
the Roland TR-808 and TR-909 became cultural 
icons despite modest initial sales, later defining 
the sound of hip-hop, techno, house, and electro 
music. The Linn LM-1, although expensive and 
produced in limited numbers, revolutionized 
digital sampling and influenced artists such as 
Prince and Michael Jackson.



Today's musicians value both vintage hardware 
and modern recreations. Original machines 
command high prices among collectors, while 
software emulations make their distinctive 
sounds accessible to everyone. The enduring 
popularity of these instruments demonstrates 
their lasting impact on music production and 



performance.
Although exact global sales rankings cannot be 
verified due to limited manufacturer data, the 
machines listed above consistently appear 
among the most influential and commercially 
successful drum machines ever produced. Their 
legacy continues to inspire producers and 
performers across every major genre of 
contemporary music.



Because manufacturers have not released 
comprehensive lifetime sales figures, no 
definitive, verified global sales ranking exists. 
The list above reflects the closest industry 
consensus based on available historical 
information, production lifespan, and market 
adoption rather than officially published sales 



totals.


